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Happy Tails: Nick is a Winner!
by Beverly Overmyer

K

imberly Clausen knows how to pick a winner. Her cat Nick won
First Place Champion with honors and Reserve Grand Champion
in the short-haired cat category at the Porter County Fair in July.

As soon as she decided on her 4-H project in January, Kimberly, with her
parents and sister Victoria, went to the Independent Cat Society to
choose a new family member. The 9-year-old picked a year old, black and
brown tabby named Nick. “I thought he would be good to show because
he was so friendly. He’s a great purrer and doesn’t care who picks him
up,” she said. “This was my first year and it was awesome, I was so
happy,” she wrote in a letter she sent to the society along with their
picture. “He won lots of ribbons. They’re in a box in my closet.”
Kimberly also told us “The first question the judge asked me was where I
got Nick’s name. I said we got him at the Independent Cat Society and
thought his name was cute, so we kept it.” The judge was most
impressed with the friendly cat’s beautiful coat. “When the judge picked
him up and sort of hung him out there,” Mom Bethanie said, “we noticed
for the first time that he has spots on his sides. He looks like a little bob
cat.” Mom says Kimberly fed and groomed Nick and learned to give him

See
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Kimberly and Grand Champion Nick
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Remembering Jean
by Beverly Overmyer

E

veryone who knew Jean Gerometta praised her life-long passion for helping any
animal in need. Jean died on May 28, 2006 after more than 30 years of dedicated
volunteer service to the Independent Cat Society. Long time friend Cordie Swanson
shared this poem (see page 5) that Jean wrote for her several years ago. Cordie
changed her name and address to Jean’s.
Jean wrote to Cordie at the time: “You may laugh at this, or at least smile indulgently,
but I have a very firm conviction about the laws of Cosmic Return. I believe that help or
service offered unconditionally to those who have no means of asking for it or thanking
the giver is one of the highest forms of worship.”
There couldn’t be a more fitting memorial.
See

Remembering Jean,

page 5, for the poem...

Calendar of Events
Published for the
friends of the
Independent Cat Society, Inc.
PO Box 735,
Westville, IN 46391
(219) 785-4936
web:
www.catsociety.org
email:
mewsletter@hotmail.com
The Independent Cat Society,
Inc., founded in 1977, is a nonprofit, no-kill cat shelter on US Rt
6 at the Porter/LaPorte County
Line Road in Westville, Indiana.
The Independent Cat Society’s
mission is to promote the
welfare of all animals, especially
cats, by reducing pet
overpopulation, educating the
public, preventing cruelties to
animals, promoting responsible
pet ownership and working for
more humane legislation.
Adoption hours:
Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Others by appointment.
Please call (219) 785-4936.
Adoption fee: $75
Includes: Spay/neuter, vet exam,
feline leukemia and FIV test;
age-appropriate vaccinations;
parasite treatment; tattoo ID;
and cardboard cat carrier.
Board of Directors:
President:
Cate Amador
Vice-President:
Sue Ogg
Recording Secretary:
Linda Moore
Corresponding Secretary:
Beverly Overmyer
Treasurer:
Carol Albrecht
Board Members:
Diana Vollmer
Ray Ameling
Gale Carmona
Joan Hildebrand

Annual Election:
Open Board of Directors Meeting
November 27th – 7 pm
at The Caring Place, 3107 Cascade Drive
Valparaiso, IN 46383

All members welcome.

Holiday Open House

Saturday, December 9, 2006 — 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday, December 10, 2006 — 1 pm to 4 pm
ICS Shelter, Route 6 and County Line Road, Westville
• Refreshments
• Bake Sale
• Cat crafts, toys, handmade beds and
homegrown catnip for sale

Pamper Yourself for ICS

at The Summer Solstice

November 30 — 12 to 5 pm
at The Summer Solstice, 226 W. Barker Ave.
Michigan City, IN 46360

Proceeds from Mini-Massages and Tarot Readings to
benefit the ICS Food Drive.

Help us Spread the Word!

I

f you’re reading this newsletter, you probably know the
importance of spaying and neutering. But many of your friends
and neighbors may not, so please take every opportunity to
spread the word!

Gently remind your friends, neighbors, and relatives that the number of homeless cats
has increased dramatically this year, and that shelters are full across northern
Indiana. The single most effective way to get control of this problem is to spay and
neuter, and it’s going to take all of us to get it done.
Tell everyone about ICS’ Assisted Spay & Neuter Program, through which we offer
reduced-price spay and neuter in cooperation with local vets. Fees are $50 for Basic
and $75 for Comprehensive. Call 219-785-4936 for more information.
Or, encourage them to take advantage of the The Neuter Scooter. Fees are $40 if you
register online or $50 if you pay at the time of service. Go to www.neuterscooter.com
or call toll-free at 1-866-MOBLVET (866-662-5838).

The Neuter Scooter will be in Michigan City on December 7th,
in South Bend on the 8th, in Crown Point on the 14th,
and in La Porte on the 15th.

Make an appointment today!
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President’s Message

I

t’s been several months since I last had the privilege of writing this column, and some
of you may have been wondering: “What happened to the Mewsletter?” Well, what
happened was an astronomical spike in abandoned cats and kittens, forcing our bills
through the roof. Our fundraising efforts have been very successful, but with all our
countless hours of work, we cannot keep pace with the demands. Adoptions are up too,
which is good news, but the incoming cats and kittens have outnumbered the ones who
have found homes. Shelters everywhere have been faced with this problem, some think
due to climate change increasing the kitten season.
Regardless of why, the kittens are here. Many of them have been sick; all of them have
been hungry! Given a choice between paying bills and publishing a newsletter, we went
with the bills. There’s more about this in our annual holiday appeal letter enclosed in this
issue. We are trying this as a way to save on mailing expenses. A crisis developed this
week when our food and litter distributor cut us off, as they felt we were not paying our
bill fast enough.
The bright spot is that volunteers and employees have stepped up to help cope. We sent
an e-mail out to volunteers, and within minutes we got replies making arrangements to
drop off supplies. An employee called me to offer to work and not clock in for a few days.
While all of this is heartwarming, we will need to keep the food and litter coming until our
bills are manageable. Please note the newsletter item “Thanksgiving Food Drive” for
details. There is also a flyer that can be downloaded from our website for posting, so if
anyone would like to collect at their job or elsewhere it will be easy. After the crisis is
over, we know that we have to take steps to prevent this from happening again. We are
looking into various security measures so we can maintain more control over incoming.
That too will cost money.
We feel that it is important to get the Mewsletter out to keep in touch with all of you. We
have so many great stories to share, and information about our programs. So in order to
be able to ensure that it gets out quarterly, we are seeking newsletter sponsors. There
are openings for 4 sponsors who are willing to commit $500 for each newsletter. The
names of the sponsors will be featured prominently in the newsletters.
So, please help us out any way you can. Remember, helping us to find homes for our
cats and kittens is also a very valuable contribution which not only helps that cat, but
improves the quality of life for those who are not yet the lucky ones. We all deeply
appreciate all the support we have received from all you.

Cate Amador

Wish
List

Please note: We do not use litter
pan liners, hooded litter pans,
newspapers, or pine cleaners like
Pine Sol. THANK YOU!
Office Supplies
Stamps
Copy paper
Cleaning Supplies
Bleach
Laundry soap
Dish soap
Toilet paper
Paper plates
30 gallon trash bags
Kleenex
Medical Supplies
Cotton balls
Cotton swabs
Bandages
Building and Grounds
Gravel for the parking lot
Tub and enclosure
16 x 20 1 inch fiberglass
furnace filters
Aire Bear furnace filters
Morton rust remover water
softener pellets (green bag)
Other
Cat litter, both scoopable and clay
Food (see Holiday Day Food Drive)
Tall cat trees
Deep litter boxes
Litter scoops
Microwaveable heating disks
Scrip (gift cards) for Home
Depot, Menards, or Lowes
Plastic bags that seal
(such as Ziploc)
Special Services
Accountant
Plumber
Carpenter
Handyperson

The cats thank you!
Ask us for a receipt for
tax-deductible donations.
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3 Ways to help ICS for Free!
What if the Independent Cat Society earned a penny every time you
searched the Internet? Well, now we can!
GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that donates half its revenue, about a
penny per search, to the charities you designate. You use it just as you would any
search engine, and it’s powered by Yahoo!, so you get great results. Just go to
www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter Independent Cat Society as the
charity you want to support. Just 500 of us searching four times a day will raise
about $7,300 in a year without anyone spending a dime! And, be sure to
spread the word!

ICS is planning their first Used Book Sale
for next spring. We are accepting
donations of gently used books at the
shelter now until the sale date.

Don’t forget to save your used printer cartridges for us to recycle. Go to
www.cashforcritters.com for a listing of what is and is not accepted. In
general, no Epson cartridges, ones that have already been recycled, or ones
with clear or grey bodies.
Register at www.igive.com, and a portion of your online shopping comes to ICS.

Nick

continued from page 1...

eye drops and kept records of his care. The Flint Lake fourthgrader made a poster of cat care that was displayed at the state
fair. On the last day of the fair, the Grand Champion and Reserve
Grand Champion animals were featured at an event called “The
Best of the Best”.

As many families do, the Clausens came home from the shelter
with two new pets. A little black cat named Moose patted Dad
Craig’s hand until he, too, went home with a family. Moose has
had several name changes in six months, but now is called
Licorice. The Clausens think that he’s a winner, too.

Sponsor-A-Cat!

H

ello, allow me to introduce myself.
My name is Autumn and I have been
selected to be the new SAC Spokescat.

My first duty is very sad. I have to tell you
that Lucky, former Spokescat, became very
ill and has crossed the Rainbow Bridge. He
was a special buddy and friend of many at
the shelter and will be missed very much.
Rest in peace, dear friend.
A little about me – I came to the ICS shelter
in 1995, when I was about one year old. I
had a chance for a home of my own, but I
am very shy and came back to live here. But
I have a wonderful sponsor who gives me

from your Spokescat, Autumn

lots of love and attention. I am now more
trusting of humans and meet her at the
door and enjoy being brushed. The treats
aren’t all bad either!
In 2005, your contributions to the SponsorA-Cat program helped 166 cats find homes.
They also support all those who have not
found homes yet and continue to be cared
for at the shelter. SPONSOR A CAT TODAY –
IT’S EASY, IT’S FUN, IT’S REWARDING!
Please, fill out and mail the coupon today.
So many wonderful cats will benefit from
your kindness and generosity!
Autumn, the new Sponsor-A-Cat spokescat

I want to Sponsor-A-Cat from the Independent Cat Society
I have enclosed a check for:
__________ $120 for one year of Sponsor-A-Cat
__________ $10 or _________ for the first month of Sponsor-A-Cat. I pledge to send $10 each month to Sponsor-A-Cat.
The sponsor will receive a photo and biography of his or her Sponsor-A-Cat.
Name of sponsor_____________________________________________ Address_________________________________________________
City______________________________________ State_______ ZIP__________ Telephone _______________________
Month of sponsor’s birthday____________________________________ email address_____________________________
Clip and mail to: Independent Cat Society, Inc., PO Box 735, Westville, IN 46391
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Remembering Jean

continued from page 1...
school, a neighbor told her that her kitten had been run over by a
car and taken to Gary animal control. Jean rode her bike to the
Gary facility where the animal control officers told her the kitten
was probably in a pile of animals awaiting disposal. Jean found
her dead kitten and took the pink collar home.
A truly remarkable woman, Jean was described in superlatives by
everyone who knew or worked with her- most dedicated, kindest,
highly organized, and great problem-solver. Jean put out the
Mewsletter for years as well as creating fliers for all ICS events
and fundraisers. Jean’s little black cat drawing was the icon for
the Independent Cat Society for 30 years. She was proud when
other shelters asked to use the cat in their publications and
happy to share her artwork to help other shelters.
She was the driving force behind the assisted spay-neuter
program with Marge Beville who carries on the work today with
the cooperation of Dr. Larry Reed. When the program outgrew the
shelter, Jean and Marge set up their own fund at Westchester
Animal Clinic. Dr. Reed also cared for cats brought to him by Jean
from the prison in Michigan City. “She was aggressive when she
wanted something done for an animal,” he said, “but she had a
great sense of humor when it was appropriate. She was always a
pleasure to deal with.”
Jean helped friend Leah Balsham with the original summer garden
tour fund-raiser. A few years ago, Jean wrote the history of ICS
using all the publications she had saved through the years,
preserving the history for those of us who are carrying on her
work now. Leah summed up Jean’s contributions to ICS and
influence on all who knew her, “We’ll all be the poorer for her
passing. She was like no other person on earth.”
Of all the thousands of cats, dogs, and wild creatures that Jean
helped over the decades that met her at the Rainbow Bridge, surely
the one at the head of the line was wearing a pink collar.

There wasn’t an animal that crossed Jean’s path that she didn’t
care for, Cordie said. She even moved road kill to the side of the
road. Jean learned this unconditional love early in life from her
father, an architect who often brought home stray kittens from job
sites for his young daughter to nurture. Jean had a special pet- a
little kitten with a pink collar. One day when she came home from

Special thanks to all of Jean’s friends who shared their favorite “Jean
stories and memories”, including Leah Balsham, Marge Beville, Barb
Caruso, Jane Hulsiek, Paula Kimmett, Dr. Larry Reed, and Jill Wirth.

Help ICS By Relaxing
With Your Cats!
Scientists have found that the sound of cats purring can help to
combat stress and improve health for an overall sense of well-being.

On Thursday, November 30
The Summer Solstice, 226 W. Barker Avenue,
will be donating the proceeds from all
Mini-Massages and Tarot Readings to the
Independent Cat Society Food Drive Fund.

Purrfect Symphony USA offers 2 compact disks: Relax With Cats
and Purrfect Symphony. Both combine several layers of sound
therapy with the sounds of specific cat purrs that were chosen
and mixed with the music of various instruments.
These can actually help you to achieve a sense of calm and a
deep state of relaxation. The results are truly amazing. You and
your animals will love it!

Appointments for either massage or readings
cost $10, and are on walk-in basis.
Hours are 12-5.
www.summersolsticeonline.com

A portion of the proceeds from the sales of these compact disks
will be donated to the Independent Cat Society. For more
information or to order, contact Purrfect Symphony USA at
(219) 805-9131. Visit our web site at www.purrfectsymphony.com
or email us at purrfectsymphony@yahoo.com.
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Friday the Lucky 13th
Friday the 13th was a Lucky Day for Cats residing at ICS
The severe storm that hit Westville on August 25th left our
shelter without power. As a result, the United Way Day of
Caring program that was scheduled for the day after was
regrettably cancelled. But the volunteers at Vale Park Animal
Hospital promised to reschedule at a later time if possible.
Well, they kept their word, and Friday, October 13th was the day.
Thanks to the kindness and hard work of the staff of Vale Park
Animal Hospital, more than 20 vets, techs, groomers, and other
animal care givers arrived at the ICS shelter to volunteer for a
few hours of TLC.
Many things were accomplished that afternoon: health checks,
grooming, nail trims, hair-cuts, vaccinations and a whole lotta
love. The shelter was a flurry of volunteers and furry friends.
A good time was had by all, and many thanks go out to all
those who showed such compassion for our cats.

Financial Planning for your pets
lifetime. I recently met with a couple who owned a bird who will
probably out live me. Remember, if you leave your pet to someone
who may not be around for the entire lifetime of your pet, you will lose
control of who takes care of your animal. Once again, choose wisely.

by Christopher W. Yugo

A

s an estate planning professional, I have the opportunity
to meet with a lot of people from different backgrounds
and walks of life. I have met with very wealthy individuals
who have tax planning concerns and I have met with the widow
whose sole asset is the home she lives in.

Now some of you might be thinking “Why can’t I provide for the
care of my animal?” The simple answer is that you can. Indiana
law used to be somewhat murky as to establishing a trust for the
benefit of an animal, but that changed in 2005 when Indiana
clarified some of the issues surrounding a Pet Care Trust. The
Indiana Code makes it clear that you can provide funds for the
care of your pet using a trust. And before you ask, no, you can’t
leave money directly to your cat.

Estate planning comes down to two issues: Making sure the
appropriate loved ones receive their property, and choosing the most
appropriate person to wrap up the estate or trust. In the end, most
people want to choose who gets their stuff and who is in charge.
Bank accounts and homes are easy to plan for. But planning is
more difficult when in addition to money and real estate, the
client owns something closer to their heart: their beloved pet.

Another thing that you may consider is leaving a charitable
contribution to an organization that provides for the care and
protection of animals, such as The Independent Cat Society. The
fact that you are reading this newsletter tells me that you have an
interest in animals that goes beyond putting food in a bowl. Why
not continue your love for animals by leaving a little something for
an organization that shares your love for animals?

I have met with people who simply “own” a pet; I have also met
with people who have spiritual attachments to their furry or
feathery friends.
With all the joy that pets bring into our lives, it surprises me how
little thought most people give to planning for them. Now, I’m not
suggesting you leave a pile of cash to Fluffy—but there are
provisions that you can add to your estate plan to make sure your
pets are taken care of should something happen to you.

On the other hand, why wait until you die to make a charitable
contribution? For those of you who are of the age when you must
take required mandatory distributions from an IRA, there are tax
laws that allow you to make a charitable contribution directly from
your IRA to a qualified charity in lieu of or in addition to your RMD—
a tax savings for you and a big benefit to a deserving organization.

The first thing you should consider is, who will take care of your
pet should you no longer be available to care for him? Like most
states, Indiana considers animals to be personal property that
can be inherited.

I know that planning for Fluffy probably isn’t as important as
making sure your children or grandchildren are provided for. But
on the other hand, your pet isn’t a lamp! Give it some thought and
make an appointment with your attorney.

Giving someone your cat isn’t like giving someone a lamp. Pets
require attention, space, and medical care. The person whom you
choose should have the physical and financial ability to care for
your animal, so choose wisely.

Christopher W. Yugo is a Member in good standing with the Indiana Bar
Association. Chris serves as Trust Counsel for Centier Bank and practices in the
area of Estate Planning and Settlement. Chris also writes a weekly column on
Estate Planning for the Northwest Indiana Times.

Also consider the life expectancy of your pet. Make sure you are
leaving him to someone who will be able to commit to your pet’s
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from 5/19/06 to 10/24/06
Claire Long from Melvin and Donna Novak
Marian Krohn, we miss you Mom from Sandy and Marlana
Melinda Carden from William and Sandy Ilgen

Chiquita Mendeola from Sharon Pyke

Phillip Stern, hope you’re riding a Harley in the sky from Carol Albrecht

Marvin and Violet Forsythe from Pamela Nichols Vrablic

My past kitty Josie from Pamela Eckhoff

Ruth S. Forbes from Jodi Crum

Our humane society dog Scrounger, who was valiant to the
end; my mother, Dorothy Wienke, who loved and cared for
animals all of her life from Kenneth and Sharon Brooks

Richard Keane, “My Brother” from Patricia Keane
Bobo from Darlene Luskin
My dear husband Melvin Tracht from Mildred Tracht

Nietzsche from Megan Utley

Cynthia Law from Donald and Jean Law

Jean Gerometta from John and Barbara Price, Christian Anderson,
Nancy Jo Dering, Lani Mellul, John and Jill Wirth, Sandra Robelia, Judith
Barnhart, Dolores Rearick, James Williams, Lucy Covington

Our dear cat B.C. Smith-Russell who died 9/23/06 at 17 from
Ruth Ann Russell

Jean Gerometta, I miss you from Eva Muecke
Jean Gerometta and Annette Perri from Leah Balsham

Noel and Pat Kindt’s 50th Anniversary from Jack and Ann Bowser,
Michael and Linda Frageman, Katherine Kindt, Thomas and Theresa Kulb,
Kim Neil, William and Nicki Statler, Donald and Frances Van Meter

Michael Minard from Mattie Minard
Andy and Barney from Ralph and Lorraine Heavilin

Dr. Larry McAfee, who was very kind to me from Cheryl Graham

“Grammie” Esther Piwowar, a kind and gracious lady from
Charlene Kirschsieper

My sister Karen and her love of and work with Scotchie and
City Kitty – Happy Mothers’ Day from Kenneth and Sharon Brooks

Ellen Jane Peterson from Charles Kostel

Brooke from Karen Hazewinkel

Rocky, who only lived a few months, but brought us a lot of
love. I will never forget him from Linda Griffin

Sandy Robelia’s birthday from Claudia Nay; Martina Rukavina
Claudia Nay’s birthday from Martina Rukavina

Leroy “Ike” Eicken, a loving man and father from Charlene Kirschsieper

If we have omitted anyone, please write or call us so we can include them in the next newsletter.

Thank you to all the many people who helped out with the severe storm and aftermath.
United Way Day of Caring thanks to: Vale Park and the Pink Ninjas. First National Bank had also volunteered
but had to pick somebody else when we were forced to reschedule.
Thanks to Barry Beshansky from Valparaiso Applebees for providing lunch.
Darwin Klakoski updated our wiring, which is greatly appreciated.
Thanks to the Unity Foundation for $800 for spay/neuter expenses, and to PETCO for $500 for operating expenses.
Our new picnic table was provided by Home Depot via Gary Overmyer.
If you remember our old one, you know how grateful we are!
Thanks from all our cool cats to Joe Stanton from Not So Costly Air Conditioning who fixed our A/C last summer.
Attorney Chris Yugo for writing an article especially for us.
Purrfect Symphony for donating a percentage of the sales of their CDs.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked to make the Popcorn Festival and the Yard Sale so successful.
And of course, all the volunteers who consistently put in long hours to keep the shelter going! Purrs and head butts from the cats.
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Don’t miss
these events!

• Annual Election: Board of Directors Meeting
November 27th, 2006
at The Caring Place

• Holiday Open House

December 9th & 10th, 2006
at the ICS Shelter

• Pamper Yourself for ICS
November 30, 2006
at The Summer Solstice

Visit us on the web at
www.catsociety.org

Can you help the Independent Cat Society cats?
Annual Dues:
______

$1000 Corporation

______

$500 Life

______

$100 Gold Star

______

$50 Family

______

$25 Individual

______

$10 Student

______

$10 Senior

______ I am donating $______ for the care of the cats and kittens.
______ I am donating $______ to the building fund.
______ I will help groom cats at the shelter.
______ I will help give cats their medications.
______ I will help at fundraising events.
______ I will be a foster parent.
______ I will donate my cat-themed artwork or crafts for fundraising events.
______ I will bake for fundraising events.
______ I will make adoption follow-up telephone calls.
______ I will help cats get good homes by becoming an adoption counselor.
______ I will help take care of the grounds and maintain the shelter.
______ I will distribute flyers for fundraisers.

Name______________________________________ Address_____________________ City______________ State_______ ZIP__________
____This is a new address. ____ Do not send a “thank you” note. Phone____________________ email__________________________________
Clip and send to:
Independent Cat Society, Inc., ATTN: Membership Committee, PO Box 735, Westville, IN 46391

